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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 05/04/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The applicant argues that the Peek reference used in the rejection 
describes rotational motion in one of the output shafts and not both shafts as claimed 
because the blocking device would block the rotation. The examiner disagrees with this 
argument. While it is true that Peek discloses reciprocating motion, rotational motion is 
also shown as stated in the prior rejection. In figures 1 and 2 for example, blocking 
devices (6,7) have structure that allows for rotation of the output shaft before 
reciprocation. This is identical to the function of the blocking device in the applicant's 
invention that allows rotation before blocking. Rotation is caused by attraction of the 
opposite poles of magnetic members 3 and 4 as the input shaft is rotated. It is clearly 
illustrated in the figures that blocking devices comprise structures that would allow for 
some rotation before becoming active in a blocking function. Furthermore, in figures 5 
and 6, and in the specification in lines 29-53 of column 3, rotation of the output member 
is explicitly discussed. Thus the prior art still anticipates the claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Peek et 
al. (US 2790095). 

4. In re claim 7, Peek et al., in figures 1-6, discloses a device comprising and input 
shaft and an output shaft, a magnetic coupling connecting said input shaft and said 
output shaft, said magnetic coupling (between members 3 and 4 connected to the 
shafts) having at least two magnet pairs and enabling a reversal in direction of rotation 
between said input and output shaft; a blocking device (6,7) disposed to limit a 
rotatability of said output shaft in a first direction of rotation and said blocking device 
being operational, and as a function of magnetic forces emanating from said magnetic 
coupling, to cause said output shaft to rotate in a second direction of rotation opposite to 
the first direction of rotation, said output shaft having only rotational movement in the 
first and second directions. 

5. In re claim 8, Peek et al., in figures 1 and in the description of figure 1 in the 
specification, discloses that said input shaft is moved and continues to be moved when 
said output shaft is blocked. 

6. In re claim 9, Peek et al., in figure 1 and in the description of figure 1 in the 
specification, discloses a transition to the second direction of rotation of said output 
shaft is a substantially sudden transition. 

7. In re claim 1 0, Peek et al., in figure 1 , discloses said blocking device is a first 
blocking device (6), and a second blocking device (6') is disposed to cause a reversal of 
a movement of said output shaft from the second direction of rotation to the first 
direction of rotation. 
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8. In re claim 1 1 , the method steps described are inherent in the structure of the 
apparatus. 

9. In re claims 12 and 13, it has been held that a recitation with respect to the 
manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate 
the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

10. In re claim 14, Peek et al., in figures 1-6, discloses that the output shaft, when 
operational, only has rotational movement in a first and a second direction of rotation 
opposite to the first direction of rotation. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. A list of pertinent prior art is attached in form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEXANDER TALPALATSKIY whose telephone 
number is (571)270-3908. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 
9 AM -5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elvin G Enad/ Alexander Talpalatskiy 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2832 Examiner 

Art Unit 2832 



